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dckcmd.com

Newsletter, August 17, 2026

Hi! We have an incredible group of Democratic candidates in 2026.
See below for information on how you can help get them elected.

79 DAYS UNTIL THE ELECTION!
TIME TO GET TO WORK!

Find us at dckcmd.com
Email us at info@dckcmd.com

Quick Looks

August Democratic Club Meeting: Dem CIUb Meeting,
D 8/20
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AUPS Supermtendent

Dr Mary Boswell-McComas
Featured speaker is KCPS

Superintendent Dr Mary Boswell-

McComas

e Thurs, Aug 20, 6:30pm
e Sumner Hall, 206 S Queen St
e Meet School Board candidates

Thurs, Aug 20, 6:30pm @
Sumner Hall, 206 S Queen St, Chestertown

TY DEMOCRATS
KENT COUN OTE!

SOUTT
HELP US GET U Donate Stamps!

Please donate stamps for our Get
ENT

”EU’KUS &% 1Y DEMocaa Out the Vote postcard campaign!
S OUT THE yor We need BOTH 65¢ and 82¢

stamps. Thanks!
Donate Stamps!
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Congratulations to
Dr Mel Rapelyea!

Our Chair of the Kent Co
Democratic Central Committee, Dr
Mel Rapelyea, was honored with a
Legacy Honors Award! You deserve
it, Mel! Thanks for all your work for
our community!

< Click to see the Kent Co Democratic Voter Guide )

Don’t Miss These Events

August Democratic Club Meeting:

KCPS Superintendent

Dr Mary Boswell-McComas |

Thurs, Aug 20, 6:30pm
Sumner Hall, 206 S Queen St, Chestertown

Dem Club Meeting with KCPS Superintendent Dr Mary
Boswell-McComas, 8/20
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Dr. Mary Boswell-McComas will be our featured speaker at our August club
meeting.

Dr Boswell-McComas will provide an update on the middle school project
and discuss her priorities for academic growth, community engagement,
and the challenges facing public schools in today’s rapidly changing
educational landscape.

Also joining us that evening will be our School Board candidates. Come at
6:30 to meet and speak with them.

e Thursday, Aug 20, 6:30pm
e Sumner Hall, 206 S Queen St, Chestertown

First Friday, September 4

Drksy o Domsctney

Join us for good company, great conversation
Dems HQ, 357 High St, 5-7pm

Save the Date: First Friday, Drinks for Democracy, 9/4

Please stop by Dems HQ to talk with candidates and raise a glass to
democracy! Enjoy beverages, snacks, and the company of and
conversation with like-minded Democrats.

« Friday, Sept 4, 5-7pm
» Dems HQ, 357 High St
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THE DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF KENT COUNTY

Chlester Ryer Facket
F UNDRAISER CRUISE

"D‘ATE SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
Ml BOARDING TIME: 4:45 CRUISE: 5-7PM
COST: $100 PER PERSON

& SCAN ME

YOU CAN PURCHASE TICKETS AT DCKCMD.COM

Save the Date: DCKC River Packet Fundraising Cruise, 9/20

This extremely popular event is our only major fundraising event of the year.

Please help support the operations of the club, including the work we do to
elect Democrats in Kent Co.

« River Packet Fundraising Cruise
e Sun, Sept 20, 5-7

» Board at 4:45 at foot of High St
« Tickets are $100 each

Get tickets here.

( Get River Packet Tickets Herel >

Take Action!

MOCRATS

uELh US GET US OUT THE VOTE! .

HELP lISTbSOUN DEMOCR
MW’I "IEA Tl;nn.-.
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Donate Stamps!

Donate Stamps!

This fall we’ll have two postcard campaigns to Get Out the Vote in Kent Co
and we need your help!

The first campaign is a large-format postcard that lists all Democratic
candidates, with photos, and other important election information. This
card requires regular, 82¢ first-class stamps. We need to mail 3,500 of
these, so that will be expensive.

The second campaign is a regular-sized postcard that reminds all
registered Democrats to vote. Postcard stamps are 65¢. We need to mail
5,500 of these. Again, not cheap.

Any help you can give by donating rolls or sheets of 65¢ or 82¢ stamps will
be a great help in Getting Out the Vote in Kent Co in November! Drop them
by HQ any Saturday, 9-12.

( Click here to Be a DCKC Member >

Kent County Democrats

Community Captains
“*  Get Out the Vote!
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Training: Wed, Aug 19, 6pm, Dems HQ

Be a Community Captain and Help Get Out the Vote

Community Captains are volunteer leaders who help coordinate voter
outreach in their neighborhoods.

They are a point of contact for campaign volunteers working in their
neighborhoods. They may act as trainers, managers, and mentors to less
experienced volunteers.

There are two ways to help: canvassing and phonebanking.

Canvassing: Help organize activities such as talking with voters, going
door-to-door, distributing literature; manage canvassing sessions; distribute
lists and materials to other volunteers. Enjoy getting out and talking with
people in your community? Then this will be right up your alley.

Phonebanking: Help less experienced volunteer phonebankers; lead virtual
or in-person phone bank sessions; call voters from the comfort of your own
home. Ever wanted to host a few friends for a night of helping to beat
Republicans on election day? Then this is the job for you.

You'll receive training and ongoing support, SO no previous experience is
necessary. It's a great way to make a real difference while connecting with
neighbors and fellow volunteers.

Sound interesting? Please let us know if you would like to be a Community
Captain. Send an email to info@dckcmd.com. Give us your name, email,
and phone number, and indicate whether you’re interested in canvassing or
phonebanking. Training will be Wed, Aug 19, 6pm at Dems HQ. We’ll be in
touch!
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Join the LTE and Rapid Response Team

We’re still seeking sharp-quilled Dems to write letters to editors in support
of local Democratic candidates. Decide which publications. Which
subjects. Which candidates. Join us! Email info@dckcmd.com for
information, or to join the team.

We also need quick-witted Dems to be part of a Rapid Response team.
This team will write speedy factual rebuttals to ill-informed posts on social
media and electronic news media. Here’s your excuse to spend even more
time on social media — it’s for a good cause! Email info@dckcmd.com for
information, or to join the team.

Host a Candidate Meet + Greet
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Our local Democratic candidates are looking for your help.

Often, the most effective way to get to know a candidate’s positions is in
person, and a fun way of doing that is by hosting a candidate meet + greet.

Can you host a small meet + greet to introduce a candidate to your friends
and neighbors?

The format is up to you, the host. Invite people for coffee or cocktails. Meet
in your living room or on your patio. Serve wine and cheese or ice cream
sundaes.

The choice of guest candidate or candidates is up to you. Work with the
campaign to set a date and time that works for both of you.

The choice of guests is up to you. Invite your neighbors or members of a
social group. Invite family and friends. Invite people who you know already
support the candidate (but who would love to meet and talk with them) or
people who you think might like to hear what the candidate has to say.

The object is to provide an opportunity for a small group to meet and get to
know one of our incredible local candidates, and to provide an opportunity
for a candidate to ask for votes.

It’s a great and fun way to help our candidates. Contact us at
info@dckcmd.com if you have questions.
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Donate School Supplies, Saturdays, 9-12

We’re collecting school supplies for KCPS students. Please see the flyer
below for items needed. There is an ongoing need for these supplies, so we
will continue to collect them during the school year.

Bring your donations to us and we’ll take care of delivering:

e Saturdays, 9-12
 Dems HQ, 357 High St

f’wm%‘% /
DCKC COMMUNITY OUTREACH -
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N . ;. FORKENT COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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These Supplies are
Ny A Especially Needed:
GLUE STICKS COLORED PENCILS
DRY ERASE MARKERS SCOTCH TAPE
PENCILS POST-IT NOTES
TISSUES DISINFECTANT WIPES.
v THANK'YOU!

PLEASE DROP OFF SUPPLIES AT
DCKC HDQ: 357 HIGH STREET, CHESTERTOWN
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Support Building a New Middle School — Write a Letter to Kent
Co Commission

The Kent Co Commission will vote soon on whether to move forward with
building the new middle school that will be an investment in our county and
our children. Now’s the time to let the commissioners know how you feel.

Send an email to kentcounty@kentgov.org. Do it today!

After a 10-year process of study, design, compromise, and financing, any
proposal to derail plans for the new middle school is irresponsible and
short-sighted.

Need a refresher about the issues involved in the last-minute push against
this badly needed construction? See Sam Shoge’s excellent recent op-ed
in The Spy, “The Case for Moving Forward with a New Middle School in
Chestertown.”

Sam Shoge is a Democratic candidate for Kent Co Commission.

Dinings with Dewserols VB
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(// Fundraisers

Tickets still available for:
9/13, Brazilian dinner, and 9/20, Sunday brunch
$50 each to support 2026 Dem campaigns

Interested in hosting a dinner? Contact Muriel Cole (murielheronpoint@gmail.com)

WWW. ke n td €ms.o rg _fo r t i X Authority Kent Co Democratic Central Committee, Erik Gulbrandsen, Treas.

Dining with Democrats

Calling all who like to eat!
Reserve your seat!

Tickets still available for Dining with Democrats:

» September 13 (Brazilian dinner) and September 20 (Sunday brunch)
e Only $50 to support our candidates and have a great time.

Get tickets here.

Election 2026

Phonebanking for Dan Schwartz, Tuesdays
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Join us on Tuesdays to phonebank for Dan Schwartz, candidate for
congress in Maryland’s First District.

We’ll be calling Kent Co voters to defeat Andy Harris and take back the
House. Training is provided for anyone new.

e Tuesdays, 1-4pm
e Dems HQ, 357 High St

<Sign Up to Phone Bank)

RSVP here.

SCHWARTZ,

q
IEORICONGRESS' "5 [,

Dan Schwartz Events, 8/23 and 8/27

Next week brings two events for Dan Schwartz. If you’ve wanted to meet
and talk with Dan, here’s your chance.

Fundraiser, Kent Island, Queen Anne’s Co

e Sun, Aug 23, 2-4pm
 Tickets are $50
e RSVP here
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Meet + Greet, Chestertown, Kent Co

e Thurs, Aug 27, 5:30-7pm
o Tickets are FREE
e BRSVP here

§

Member Viewpoint: “Dan Schwartz’ Platform Makes Sense to
Me”

In case you missed it, here’s a link to Barbara Vann’s Letter to the Editor in
the Chestertown Spy. Barbara Vann is a member of the LTE team.

It starts off: “Not long ago | watched an interview with Dan Schwartz,
candidate in the House District 1, the Eastern Shore. To learn about the
issues of importance to him | went to his website. | found that as a person
and a candidate Dan is impressive. He wants to give hard working
Marylanders a voice to address their concerns and improve their lives.”

Read more here.
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Candidate Op-Ed: Kent County Can and Will: Reversing
Population Decline Before It Defines Us

Here’s a link to John Carroll’s recent compelling op-ed in the Chestertown
Spy. John Carroll is a Democratic candidate for Kent County
Commissioner.

It starts out: “For more than a decade, Kent County has been losing people
while many of the communities around us in Maryland and Delaware have
continued to grow.”

John continues: “Population loss is both a cause and a symptom of nearly
every problem residents see around them.”

Read more here.

Candidate Op-Ed: Kent County Has Been Measuring Success
the Wrong Way
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Here’s a link to Sam Shoge’s recent persuasive op-ed in the Chestertown
Spy. Sam Shoge is a Democratic candidate for Kent County Commissioner.

It starts out: “An extremely important perspective has been absent from
Kent County government for too long.

Over time, one governing philosophy has become so dominant that we
have almost begun to mistake it for the definition of good government

itself: spend as little as possible.”

Read more here.

Community Events
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A Revolutionary Place

Fall 2026 Citizen’s Academy

The Kent County Board of County Commissioners is pleased to announce
that registration is now open for the Fall 2026 Cohort of the Kent County
Citizen’s Academy.

The Citizen’s Academy offers Kent County residents an opportunity to take
part in an interactive, behind-the-scenes educational experience exploring
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how county government works and how community members can get
involved.

This program is a free five-week civic engagement program funded through a
grant from the Maryland Two-Fifty Commission. This initiative commemorates
the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America by empowering
residents with greater knowledge of local government and fostering deeper
civic participation.

Get more information and reqgister here.

Join us Saturdays 9-noon at Dems HQ (357 High St, Chestertown) to get
info about candidates and voting, pick up a yard sign, check out the latest
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buttons, connect with fellow Dems, and bring a donation for the Food
Pantry or Kent County Public School students.

8/18 — Phonebank for Dan Schwartz, Dems HQ, 1-4

8/19 — Community Captains training, Dens HQ, 6pm

8/20 — Dem Club Meeting: KCPS Superintendent Boswell-McComas
8/25 — Phonebank for Dan Schwartz, Dems HQ, 1-4

9/4 — First Friday, Drinks for Democracy, Dems HQ, 5-7

9/20 — Dem Club Fundraiser: River Packet Cruise

10/15 — Dem Club Meeting: John Christie, Supreme Court

11/3 — Maryland General Election

( See More at Our Website )

dckemd.com
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