
 
 
 

Myth: Voting for just one Democratic candidate for  
county commissioner is a solid strategy. 

 
Truth: We can do better than that.  

The better strategy is to  
vote for all 3 Democratic county commissioner candidates:  

Bench, Carroll, and Shoge. 
 
All 3 Kent County Commissioner seats are up for election on Nov. 3. 
 
We each have 3 votes to fill the 3 seats. 
 
We have 3 superlative Dem candidates. There are also 3 GOP candidates — 
the incumbents. 
 
Thinking that it is “strategic” and will help elect one or another Dem, some 
voters are considering voting for only 1 Dem candidate.  
 
This “single-shot” game plan is pessimistic and short-sighted. There is every 
reason to expect that we can elect 3 Dems this year. Voting for only 1 Dem 
will sabotage our effort. 
 
If we had only 1 Dem candidate, and a voter cast only 1 vote — for the Dem 
candidate — that would truly be a strategic vote. By wasting 2 votes, the 
voter would support the lone Dem candidate and at the same time deny 
votes to the GOP candidates. 
 
But, we have 3 strong Dem candidates. Voting for only 1 of them denies 2 
votes to the other Dem candidates. 
 
 



In 2026, we have an excellent chance to elect 3 Dems to the county 
commission.  

• There are nearly equal numbers of registered Dems (5,601 as of July 
31) and GOPs (5,603) in the county. Plus, almost 3,300 independents. 

• Voters are looking to the future and want a change.  
• Reelecting the incumbents will perpetuate our county’s tired, stagnant, 

unimaginative, and defeatist direction. 
• Our 3 Dem candidates share a commonsense, forward-looking vision 

which they are articulating widely to county voters. And voters are 
finding their outlook refreshing and attractive. 

 
The chance that a lone Dem on the commission would be able to effect real 
change in our county is slim. Make sure you vote for the team that can 
accomplish great things together. 
 
We need to elect all 3 Dems! They share the same up-to-date vision. Each 
has his own expertise and strengths to help us get there. 
 

Vote for all 3 Dems: Bench, Carroll, and Shoge. 
 
  



 
 

MYTH: If we’re going to have a voice in Annapolis,  
we need to vote for a state delegate from Kent County. 

 
TRUTH: All 3 state delegates from MD District 36 

will represent us in Kent County, 
no matter where they live. 

 
We live in District 36, which includes Kent and Queen Anne’s counties in 
their entireties and sections of Cecil and Caroline. 
 
District 36 has 3 state delegates — our representatives in Annapolis. 
 
State law says our 3 state delegates must each be from a different county in 
the district, BUT THEY REPRESENT THE CITIZENS IN ALL 4 COUNTIES, 
regardless of the location of their residence. 
 
The District 36 current delegates are all GOPs. As such, and because they’re 
members of the “super-minority” party in the General Assembly, they have 
little influence in Annapolis and no real power to get much done.  
 
In 2026, we have 3 Dem candidates for delegate. Even though not one of 
the Dem candidates lives in Kent County, VOTE FOR ALL 3! As Dems in the 
overwhelmingly Dem General Assembly, they can get things done! 
 
So remember that just because he’s listed on the ballot as living in Kent 
County, you don’t need to vote for incumbent Jay Jacobs, who’s a GOP. All 
the Democrats running for delegate in District 36 (Crouse, Ravert, 
Woodward) will represent us regardless of what county they live in. Plus, our 
excellent Dem running for state senator, Nivek Johnson, is from Kent 
County! 
 
 


